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Amy laſt having ſpoken to the Gene- 

ral about Union, peace, and Acts of 

ä Kindneſs beta een the Nations, as the 

only Way to tender chis Ums eſfectual, and 

anſwer the End propns'd in Het Majefty's 

Speech, I came to lay don the reciprucal 

Duties between the Nations, and the mu- 

tual Duties, Which now he upon them one 

to gnomer 4, and theſe I have brought down 
to four H-adss ' 

' 1: Suchas reſpett Religion. 

2. Cit Pc ace. 
3. Commerce, 

7.4. Government and Conſtitution, 

' Otrhile Tam now to ſpeak, and I begin 
wich che Mitter of: Religion ; becauſe tis 
therey that the Bnemles to the general 
Hood ſe en co ptace the Hopes they have of 
a4 Breich 0c: veen theſe Kingdoms. 


Saturday, April 12. 1709. 


This Iſland has been miſcrably embcoil'd 
upon this Head, for now above 170 Tears; 
Infinite Feuds and Miſchieſs have bean its 
conftant Caſe, the Inveteracy of Partics, the 
Animoſity of the People, the Blood, the 
Ruin, the Devaſtions and Wars, occatiu;'d 
by this one Diſpute, are incredible, and it 
would-require a. large Volame, but to give 
due Abridgments of the Matters of Fact. 

From the Reign of Henry VIII. and the 
firſt broaching the Diſpute about bis Wife, 
the whole Kingdom of England has been 
divided-and (ubdivided-to a Degree hardly 
to be expreſs'd ; and tho I myſt acknow- 
ledge, GOD's Providence bas wondert 
produc'd Order out of theſe Coniations, a 
Good out of all this Evil, yet a View both 
of the-Coofuligns themſclves, and the mo 
detſul Connections of Providence, in iſſuing 


them, as I ſay, in his Glory and the publick 
Good ; as it will be a very pleaſant Obſer- 
vation to any, that think it worth their 
while to regard the Works of their Mafter, 
ſo J hope to bring it down ſo directly to the 
Caſe before me, as that thoſe, who pleaſe 
to read it diligently, ſhall not fail to lee 
fomething, of what Heaven direfts to now, 
by what it has directed to on the like Oc- 
ns. 

I ſhall not examine here, what the Princi- 
ples were, which firſt mov'd King Hen. VIII. 
to ſcruple his Marriage with * Katherine 
of Spair, after cohabiting with her 18 Years 
or more ? It is not material to my Purpole, 
whether the Motion began in the Head or 
the Tail, whether a pure Principle of Con - 
ſcience and meer religious Scruple, as he 
dimſelf pretended, or Reaſon of State, as the 
Politicians pretended, he having no Son by 
her, and likely to have no more Children, 
and the State of the World at that Time 
particularly making aMaſculine Goverament 
in England very neceſſary z; the Houſe of 
Auflrias and of Valois being very power- 
ful, and h:aded by two Martial and Famous 
Princes, Cb. V and Francis I. Or whether it 
proceeded from a baſer Cauſe, as the Ko- 
man Pricfts gave out, and ſtifl pe e us, 
I mean an immoderate Appetite, Deſire of 
Change, and the like. 

is evident, the firft Pretence ſerv'd his 
Turn beft, and had the beſt Arguments to 
de brought to ſupport it, fince ſhe had been 
his elder Brothers Wife, which it was known, 
— generally be condema'd as unlaw- 
ul. 

Be this as it will, Conſcience was made the 
Pretence, and all the Men of Conſcience, 
almoſt over the World, were call'd upon 
to give their Opinion about it; the Meſ- 
fages, the Debates, the Meſſengers, and 
their Management in almoſt all the Univer- 
tities, Courts, and Councils in Europe, to 
diſcuffing this Point, are to be ſeen in the 
firſt Volume of the Biſhop of Scrum Hi 
Rory of the Reformation, to which | referr. 

I do not begin this Abridgement of Hi- 
ory barely to acquaint the Reader of the 
Fact, for Abundance of Authors have done 
that already, but for the neceſſary Obſerva- 
tions which I ſhall find, as 1 go along, to 
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2— divert the Mind 3 and this ĩs the 


After the various diſcuſſing the Article 
of the King's Marriage in torreiga Courts, 
it ſeem'd, that nothing ſo much upheld the 
2 — + the Lawfulneſs of it, as 
the 's Diſpenſation, which the Caſuiſt: 
on chat fide iofifted on, | 1 

Now the K ing being ſecretly reſoly'd, if 
poſſible, to get out of the QUEEN's Arms, 
and finding the Supremacy of the Pope over 
him, both a Cheque to his haughty Tem- 
per, and Bar to the Proſecution of his De- 
lign. 

sige and inviſible Providence, who ads 
by ſecret and uuaccountable Iafluences on 
the Minds of Men, made this very Spirit or 
Temper of the King, a thiog otherwiſe very 
tyrannical and hateful both ro GOD and 
Man; the Means to overthrow the Domi- 
nion firſt, and the Reputation next, of the 
Popiſh Regale in this Nation, and ſo laid the 
firſt Embriv or Feundation- Scheme of the 
Proteſtant Reformation, which we now eu- 


To make this more clear, tis needful to 
take the Hiftorical Part up again 
The King finding the Authority of the 
Pope's Dibenlation, the chief Bar by which 
he was held down to the Grindftone, and 
that Marriage pinn'd upon him, which be 
found, he could otherwite have maſter'd his 
own W — Reſolves next to queſtion 
the Power, the Poe had to diſpenſe with 
the diceQ Commands in the Word of GOD. 

This indeed was a Subject, which gave 
the King Room enough to fall out with the 
See of Rome, and all the Proteſtants declar'd 
in his Favour, but the King, who was no 
Proteftant, mor much of any thing elſe, as to 
Principle, would not immediately run that 
Length neither, ; 

But as the cunniog Management of the 
Popiſh Partr held che King in loag Suſpeale; 
and the QUEEN, who had appeal'd to the 
Pope, inſiſting on her Pleas z the King, 
wearied and impatient with the Vexatioa 
and Dalays of the Papal See, ſets his Poli- 
ticks to work, and reſolves at one Stroak, 
both to end the tedious Aﬀair by his own 
Authority, and at the ſame time to free 


himſelf from the Bondage of the Pope. 
Tdi 
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This was the famous TranlaQion of re- 
in Pope s Supremacy in Engl 
which, —— — ogy 
Authority, gave the firſt Blow to Popery 1 
and Queen ANNE, who ſucceeded Queen 


atherine, being a Favourer of the Prote- 
= the — began to ſhow it 
ſelf, the Court countenancing the firſt 
thicclags ofthe Light of Troth, cad the 
King's Circumſtances quabifying him par- 
ticularly to further it, tho' without any real 
Affection to it, as appear'd by bis putting 
ſeveral to Death for it, as particularly the 


— — — 


famous Prago Martyr of the Reſurmation in 
Lambert, as alſo of Bilzey, Frith, and ſeve- 
ral others. Ai. Reform. Val. 1. Fo. 163. 170. 
l know, this is a remote looking: back for 
the Matter of Religion, as it now ſtands in 
tbis Iſlzad, and ſome may be forward to ask, 
what Relation this is likely to have to the 
t Caſe of an Union with Scorland ; 
t if ſuch will have Patience, till I come 
gradually thorow the Caſe, I am miftakeo, 
it Ido nut fully ſatisfie their Curiofity, and 
make the Reaſon, as well as the Conne 
Gion, very juſt, and 1 hope, uſcfal. 


— — 


Peaking of the Laws made to 4 — 
thoſe Sanftuaries of 1 — the Mins 
and Fryers, I came in my laſt to note that 
with the Knaves, the honeſt, but miſerable 
Debtors were driven to ſeek Shelter where 
they could find it, and more than uſually 
expos'd to the Mercy of their Creditors — 
fo be cateader of theſe, as might conſiſt 
with neceſſary Compaihon, and at the ſame 
time not ta encourage Frauds, ſeveral Laws 
were made to deliver, ſuch as were entice- 
ly reduc'd from the Hands of the mercileſs. 
And this wil briog me to examine the 
fereral Steps taken on both ndes in this 
Work, and bow, and by what Means they 
have all prov'd ineffetctual. 

Before I enter upon this Work, I am to 
premiſe one thing, which will appear gene- 
rally true, in all the ſeveral Circumftances 
which wit} now come before me, M. That 
the fraudulent Bankrupe having all alon 
reapt the principal Advantage of theſe 


merciful Laws, rather than the honeſt and 
neceſſitous diſtreſs d Perſon, for whom they 
his hardned Front, ruuniag 


were made 
thro? all the Barriers of Oaths and Exami- 
nation, which can only awe or reftrain the 
Man of Conſcience. This Evil has been fa- 
tal to the End the Law was de 


has brought a general Scandal upon all thoſe 
Laws 3 the poor Debtor, — by the 
real of thoſe Laws a Title to be re- 
liey'd by » has only bees put to a till 


fign'd :for, * 


— — 
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greater Expence, out of the little he had 
left, and by that means brought lower than 
de was before 3 the Rogues have got out, 
and the honeſt Men are left behind, rather 
more miſerable than they were before- 

Such is the Fury of theſe Sort of People, 
who proſecute their Debtors in this Man- 
ner, that from this Circumſtance they take 
the Liberty of railing at all Laws, contriv'd 
for the Delivery of theſe Captives, becauſe 
they have b-en abus d by il] Men 3 by the 
ſame Rule they might complain of the Scri 
tures, or of Religion in general, becauſe 
Hypocrxes make it the ſpecious Pretence to 
= Deſigns, and deceive the 

Oord. f 

Indeed, I nerer found theſe Gentlemen 
at all forward to contrive a Law, in which 
an honeft, unhappy Man might be deliver'd 
from. mercileſs Creditors, the , Eftate ſe- 
cur'd, and the Man preſerv dz 1 never 
found any Effay that way come from one of 
theſe People, their whole Buſineſs has 


deen to cry down all merciful Law» in 
ral, and 


deſire to ha ve the Debtor Jef 


to 
fo 


